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Grant County Sheriff's Office encourages boat operators
to get the boater education card

GRANT COUNTY (04APR2011) -- Boater safety education is required in Washington.
In 2011, all boat operators age 35 years old and younger are required to take a boating
safety course and get their boater education card. The law applies to operators of
motorboats of 15 horsepower or greater. The card requirement is phased in through
2014, when all boaters born on or after Jan. 1, 1955, will be required to have a card.

“Boating organizations around the state supported the enactment of this law, so we
encourage everyone even those that are exempt to get this important safety training”
notes Sheriff Tom Jones.

“Boaters who understand the rules and the risks are going to be safer on the water. An
average of 25 people per year die in boating accidents in Washington and many more
are injured and boats are damaged or destroyed. We want to make boating safer, and
getting boating education makes sense,” states Sheriff Jones.

There are many ways to take a boater education course. Boaters can choose to take it in
a classroom, over the internet, or through a home study course. Once the boater has
completed the course, they pay $10 for a Boater Education Card that is good for a
lifetime. The fine for not carrying a card is $87.

“Winter and early spring are great times to take a class so you will be ready for boating
season. Waiting could mean a delay in getting your card - the Parks Boating Safety
Program usually gets a flood of applications the first few days of spring” remarked
Sheriff Jones.

Boaters have several options to qualify for the boater card. “The U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, U.S. Power Squadron and the local marine law enforcement officers offer
interactive classroom training,” explained Sheriff Jones.

Boaters should visit Washington State Parks Boating Safety Program Web site for a
current listing of classroom courses in their area, as well as internet and home study

offerings.

Boaters can also call the boating safety program at (360) 902-8555 to get information
on classes available in their area.

MORE
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The next boater safety education course in Grant County will be on April 9th, 2011 at
the Grant County Public Works Building, 124 Enterprise Street in Ephrata. The class will
run from 8am to 5pm. To register for this class, please contact Theresa Sheets at the
sheriff’s office by email, tsheets@co.grant.wa.us or by phone, (509) 754-2011 x468.
Pre-registration is required to attend the class.

For more information on the Boater Education Card and the Boating Safety Education
Program, visit online at www.boatered.org.
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