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What is a Declaration of Local Emergency and  

what does it allow? 

EMERGENCY or DISASTER defined - Emergency or disaster means an event or set of circumstances 

which demands immediate action to preserve public health, protect life, protect public property, or 

to provide relief to a stricken community overtaken by such occurrences, or reaches such a 

dimension or degree of destructiveness as to warrant the Board of County Commissioners declaring 

a local emergency pursuant to RCW 36.40.180 and 38.52.070. Emergency or disaster does not mean 

an emergency as used in RCW 38.52.430 which is an incident that requires a normal police, coroner, 

fire, rescue, emergency medical, utility or public works response. 

In the case of a county government, a Declaration of Local Emergency can be enacted in a formal 

resolution by the Board of County Commissioners. This generally occurs while the incident is 

evolving, but may occur prior to an emergency, if sufficient evidence is present to foresee that an 

emergency may be caused to exist, such as the prediction of severe weather, public health incidents, 

and the like. 

 

Based on local ordinances and state statutes, a local declaration can allow a city or county governing 

body flexibility in managing resources under emergency conditions such as: 

• Diverting funds and resources appropriated for other purposes in order to meet immediate 

needs. 

• Authorizing activation of local emergency operations plans and implementation of extraordinary 

protective measures. 

• Initiating mutual aid and cooperative assistance agreements, and receiving resources from other 

organizations or individuals. 

• Providing specific legal protection for actions initiated under emergency conditions. 

• Setting the stage for requesting state and/or federal assistance to augment local resources and 

capabilities. 

• Raising public awareness and encouraging the community to become involved in protecting 

their resources. 
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