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Feature Class Name 

Urban Growth Area 

Summary 

Polygons representing Grant County, Washington, Urban Growth Area boundaries. 

Description 

One of the first steps in the implementation of the Growth Management Act (GMA) is for counties and 
their cities to designate urban growth areas (UGAs), “within which urban growth shall be encouraged, 
and outside of which growth can occur only if it is not urban in nature.”  RCW 36.70A.110 and WAC 365-
195-335 provide clear criteria for designating urban growth boundaries around a city or a group of cities.   

 Each urban growth area in a county should include enough land to accommodate the Washington State 
Office of Financial Management’s 20-year population projection allocated for thatUGA.  The UGA should 
also include adequate land for industrial and commercial activities, open space, and other public 
facilities.  A land capacity analysis should be conducted to determine if there is sufficient land included in 
the UGA for all these uses.  A market factor can be built in to this analysis to compensate for the fact that 
only a portion of the land will be available for sale and development over the planning period. 

 Within the UGA, a city and/or county is to designate sufficient open space, provide urban services, and 
permit development at urban densities.  Urban development and provision of urban services, such as 
water and sewer, should not generally occur outside of urban growth areas.  

 RCW 36.70A.130(3) requires counties and cities to review, at least every ten years, designated UGAs, the 
densities permitted within each UGA, and the nature of development that has occurred.  UGAs and 
comprehensive plans are to be revised to accommodate the urban growth projected for the succeeding 
twenty-year period.   

Credits 

Grant County Planning Department 

Access and use limitations 

This data should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances.  
The contents are intended for general information purposes only, and you are urged to consult your own 
lawyer concerning your own situation and any specific questions you may have. 
 
Infrastructure records, drawings, and other documents have been gathered over many decades, using 
differing standards for quality control, documentation and verification.  All of the data provided 
represents current information in a readily available format.  While the data is generally believed to be 
accurate, occasionally it proves to be incorrect; thus its accuracy is not warranted.  Prior to making any 
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property purchases or investments based in full or in part upon the material provided, it is specifically 
advised that you independently field verify the information contained in county records. 
 

Fields 

UGA_Name 
The name of the urban area the Urban Growth boundary applies to 
 

Metadata contact 

Elisabeth Lauver 
Grant County, Washington 
GIS Coordinator 
elauver@grantcountywa.gov 
PO Box 37 Ephrata, WA 98823 
509 754 2011 x 2597 
M-F 8:00 am – 12:00 pm; 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
 

Data steward contact 

Tyler Lawrence 
Grant County, Washington 
Associate Planner 
tlawrence@grantcountywa.gov 
509 754 2011 x 2536 
 

Last update 

8/23/2016. 

12/3/2014. Field UrbanAreaName changed to UGA_Name. 

Update frequency  

Annually, if change applications are approved. Urban Growth Area boundary changes are coincident with 
Comprehensive Plan land use designation changes. Applications for change are due March 31st of each 
year. Approved changes are implemented following the Board of County Commissioners public hearing 
and decision, usually held in July. 
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