
Whether or not 
a citizen will 
seek disaster 

assistance, 
all citizens 

need to  
report any 

damage  
to their primary 

residences or 
businesses to  
Grant County 

Emergency 
Management,  

509-762-1462. 
 v2007.1 



Reporting Damages to Primary 
Residences and Businesses 

The County is required to report disaster 
related damages to the State in what is 
called the initial damage assessment 
process. When the State Emergency 
Management Division determines that 
the County damages are significant and 
may warrant a request for federal 
disaster assistance, it asks FEMA, the 
Small Business Administration and the 
County to join it in conducting a joint 
Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA). 
The PDA is done to validate the degree 
of damage and gather other data needed 
to support a request for federal 
assistance. The PDA is nearly always a 
requirement to obtain federal assistance. 
Determining which type of assistance 
the local jurisdiction is eligible for 
depends on reliable damage assessment 
information. 

  
Federal assistance is limited to your 
occupied primary residence or business and 
essential personal property or inventory. 

Secondary and recreational homes, RVs 
and travel trailers used for recreational 
purposes are not eligible for federal 
assistance. One primary vehicle may be 
eligible for assistance (in the form of a 
loan or a grant) if it has damage (not 
cosmetic) and is registered and has 
liability insurance at the time of the 
disaster. Damage to garages and some 
storage buildings may be eligible for 
assistance in the form of low-interest 
disaster loans offered by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, but will not 
normally be eligible categories for 
housing assistance grants. Businesses 
will not receive grants from FEMA. 
Instead, they may apply to the USSBA 
for disaster loans. 

Types of Assistance - Criteria 
Requirements — The Governor 
only has 30 days from the date of 
the event to ask for a major 
disaster declaration. 
Consequently, Grant County 
Emergency Management must get 
damage information to the state  
as soon as possible. Before the 
state can request a major 
disaster, a Preliminary Damage 
Assessment must be completed. 
In addition, the state will need 
time to generate and process the 
paperwork through the 
Governor’s office, all of which 
must be done in 30 days. 

Presidential Declaration of a 
Major Disaster – Assistance 
provided includes minimal 
assistance to help with 
essential needs for housing 
(repairs, replacement, and 
rental assistance) as well as 
personal property losses, 
transportation, medical, 
dental and funeral expenses. 
The program addresses basic 
needs and attempts to ensure 
a safe, secure, and habitable 
place to live. The program will 
not restore victims to a pre-
disaster status. 

Information to Provide to  
Grant County Emergency Management 

Your Name 
 

Are you the  
Owner or Renter? 

 

Property Address 
 

City & ZIP 
 

What was damaged? 
(home, business) 

 

What type of 
damage? 

 

Damage cost 
estimate? 

 

What is the pre-
incident fair market 

value of the 
property? 

 

Was the property 
insured? 

 

What was your 
deductible? 

 

This does not guarantee Federal funding, but without this information,  
there is no possibility of Federal disaster assistance.  

Grant County Emergency Management 
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