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EPHRATA CHAPTER 
 
 

Members in  The Ephrata Chapter of the Grant County LEPC held their monthly  
Attendance:  meeting at the Ephrata City Hall located on Alder Street in Ephrata at 

  10:00 am on November 18, 2009. 
Ephrata Fire   
Department  I. Introductions 
Jeremy Burns   

  The meeting was called to order by Jeremy and introductions were made. 
City of Ephrata   

Wes Crago  II. Approval of Minutes 
   

Columbia  The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by Wes to accept the 
Basin Hospital  Minutes as written, the motions was seconded by Sam, motion passed. 

Gail Michael   
  III. Hazardous Materials Spills 

Katana Summit   
Mike Valdez  November 3, 2009 a fire occurred in a drain collection sump in a waste 

  treatment area and was the result of a chemical reaction between fine particles 
Lenroc Co  of silicon, sodium hydroxide (caustic) and water. This chemical reaction  
Kurt Stephan  produces gas which bubbled through the water in the sump, where the gas 

  ignited and burned. There were no injuries associated with the fire. The plants 
Grant County  Emergency Response Team quickly contained the fire and extinguished it. TNS 
Fire District 12  was activated and the neighbors were notified of the event, updated, and 

Kathy Ribail  advised of the termination of the event. 
   

Ephrata School  IV. Old Business 
District   

Phyllis Fries  Bylaws update, attached with the minutes is the proposed change to  
  Atricle II, Officers. Please review the change and be prepared to discuss 

Grant County  the change during the December meeting. (see highlighted text) 
Emergency   

Management  Standard of Coverage, Jeremy will re-present this document with the City  
Sam Lorenz  Council. 
Sandi Duffey   

Michael Shannon  TNS~72- Hour Kits, Jeremy wanted to know it the members were interested in 
  taking these items on as a project for the community. Utilizing public gatherings  
  within the community are ideal locations to raise awareness, involvement, and 
  participation on both topics.  
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  V. New Business 
   
  Meeting Participation, due to the lack of participation and projects it was 
  suggested that the Ephrata Chapter meet on a different schedule but 
  with the Chapter gaining projects ie. TNS, 72-Hour Kit, and Shelter In 
  Place it was determined that monthly would probably be needed for now 
  but a revisit of meetings would be on the January Agenda. The group did 
  determine that changing the day of the meeting would benefit several 
  members, it was decided that the Ephrata Chapter would meet on the 
  second Wednesday of the month at 2pm. 
   
  VI. Presentation 
   
  Mike Shannon, Homeland Security Coordinator, with Grant County 
  Department of Emergency Management gave a presentation on Critical 
  Infrastructure focusing on the City of Ephrata. The Chapter Members 
  ranked five key points on how the community feels about Response, 
  Recovery, Public Health and Safety, Public Confidence, and Economy  
  during emergencies, disasters, and terrorist events.  
   
  Thank you Mike for the presentation! 
   
  VII. December Agenda Items 
   
  TNS and 72-Hour Kit outreach 
  Bylaws 
   
   

 
Next meeting: 

December 9, 2009 at 2:00pm  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandi Duffey 
Grant County LEPC Secretary 
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GRANT COUNTY 
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

BY-LAWS 
 

 
ARTICLE I 

PURPOSE AND MISSION 
 
Purpose: 
To establish a local emergency Planning program within the County of Grant including public and 
private agencies and organizations. Maintaining a program committed to improving emergency 
response and recovery operations through planning and education. A community program, serving 
the entire County of Grant, to maintain the integrity of existing emergency management plans, and 
program, and to fully qualify for the County, Cities, Towns, Business and Industry, those 
requirements of Chapter 38.52, RCW; Chapter 118-40, WAC; Chapter 211, Title III, Superfund 
Amendments and Reauthorization act (SARA), Congressional enactment of the U.S. Laws of 1986. 
 
Mission: 
The LEPC is a program that is committed to improving the emergency response, preparedness, 
and recovery operations for all hazards while protecting the health and well being of all citizens, 
through planning and education.  

 
 

ARTICLE II 
CHAPTERS, MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS 

 
Chapters: 
Grant County LEPC is approved by the Washington State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC) as a single District. Due to the geographical size and distances between communities 
within the county, transportation and time create concerns for an LEPC to conduct effective and 
efficient meeting for the membership and the public in one central location. For this reason, Grant 
County will maintain a single LEPC District as approved by the SERC and allow ‘Chapters’ to 
administrate programming in multiple areas of the County. The membership of the communities 
served shall determine their needs to program independently or to coordinate planning with other 
Chapters organized in the County. The Grant County Department of Emergency Management 
Director shall serve as the LEPC Director for all Grant County LEPC Chapters, Emergency Support 
Function planning, development, program administration and guidance. Each Chapter will host a 
minimum of one annual public meeting or workshop (ie preparedness fair, outreach event for the 
residents in their community) to be considered an active Chapter.  
 
Membership: 
The committee membership shall include representation from all the required categories detailed in 
Public Law 99-949 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and Washington Administrative Code 
(WAC) 118.40, these categories include: state and local elected officials, law enforcement, fire 
fighting, emergency medical, health, local environmental, hospital, transportation, broadcast media, 
community groups and or organizations, owners and operators of Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) Facilities, and members of the community. 
 
Officers: 
Each Chapter of the Grant County LEPC will have a Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary.  

 
 

ARTICLE III 
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITY 
 

Responsibilities: 
i. Election of Officers for their LEPC Chapter 
ii. Provide oversight to the preparation of the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan 

or Emergency Support Function 
iii. Hosting or participating in public meetings, workshops, or outreach events to discuss 

emergency plans 
iv. Review of facility Emergency Action Plans 

 
Authority:  
Active LEPC Chapters maintain the authority by the power of a vote to determine membership 
actions related to non-attending members, any installations of new applicant members. 

 
ARTICLE IV 

MEETINGS 
 

Meetings: 
Each Chapter will meet at least quarterly on an annual schedule determined by the members. 
Meeting dates and time will be determined by the membership of each Chapter.  
 
The Chairperson of the LEPC Chapter will conduct the meeting according to Roberts Rules of 
Order. Upon calling the meeting to order a membership attendance will be recorded on a sign-in 
sheet.  
 
All meetings shall be open to the public. Provision shall be made for public comment at each 
meeting. Approved meeting minutes shall be available to the public on the Grant County 
Department of Emergency Management website.  
 
For purposes of voting, a quorum is defined as a minimum of four LEPC members present at any 
LEPC meeting.  
 
For the purposes of the transaction of the business of the Committee a simple majority of the 
quorum is needed.   

 
 

ARTICLE V 
SUB-COMMITTEES 

 
Sub-Committees: 
Subcommittees and Task Forces may be formed as needed for purpose of exploring issues before 
the LEPC Chapter in more detail than regular meetings may allow.  

 
 

ARTICLE VI 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
Conflict of Interest: 
Any member or organization that has a conflict of interest concerning any matter before the 
committee shall inform the committee and leave the room until the discussion and vote in the matter 
is concluded.  
 
A conflict of interest shall be defined as any issue in which there is a conflict between a member’s 
or an organization’s public obligation and private interests such as financial or other interests.  
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ARTICLE VII 

BYLAWS ADOPTION AND AMENDMENTS/SEVERANCE CLAUSE 
 
Bylaws Adoption and Amendments: 
These bylaws must be approved by a majority vote of each Chapter’s members. 
 
These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting by a majority vote of the members at each 
Chapter meeting, provided that at least thirty days (30) notice of proposed bylaw amendments has 
been given to Grant County Department of Emergency Management. 
 
Severance Clause: 
Should any portion of these bylaws be declared unconstitutional or otherwise contrary to law, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of these bylaws. 
 
 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE GRANT COUNTY LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING 
COMMITTEE ______________, 2009. 
          (Month/Day)    
 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Director, Grant County LEPC  
        

 


