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BEHIND THE BLUE

[bookmark: _GoBack]EPHRATA – The Board of County Commissioners and Grant County Prosecutor felt it critical and necessary to issue a joint press release on the eve of our Independence Day conveying their continued and unwavering support for local as well as national law enforcement.
We believe it is incumbent upon us to stand up and courageously declare, that in the face of portions of our country & certain cities who desire to disband or defund law enforcement, we vehemently oppose those misguided & nonsensical ideas. The Grant County Sheriff’s Office and our local law enforcement communities are exceptional, hardworking, honorable men and women who deserve nothing but our respect and admiration not contempt and derision. 
Our law enforcement officers face daily challenges while trying to protect us in the face of rampant drug usage, assorted crimes & addictive behaviors. Quoting Ronald Reagan, “We must reject the idea that every time a law is broken, society is guilty rather than the lawbreaker. It is time to restore the American precept that each individual is accountable for his actions.” 
We echo the recently issued press release from Dave Reichert (see attached statement), former King County Sheriff and Congressman. We fully support the efforts of ALL our law enforcement officers. They deserve our commendation as elected officials representing all of our citizens they fight to protect. 
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